
FROM WASTE TO FUEL
Waste Management plans to add 60 landfill gas-to-energy facilities over the next five years. Combined 
with its existing 103 sites, the company will be able to generate more than 700 megawatts of 
renewable energy, or enough to power 700,000 homes. Here is how the process works:

Organic waste, such as 
food, paper and card-
board, is broken down 
by anaerobic bacteria 
producing methane gas 
and carbon dioxide as 
byproducts.

The methane gas is recovered 
by drilling a series of wells 
into the landfill. These wells 
are connected by pipelines 
that transport the gas to a 
nearby compression facility.

Water is 
removed from 
the landfill gas, 
and the gas is 
filtered and 
pressurized.
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Electricity goes to residential and commercial customers.6

Waste is collected 
from residences 
and businesses 
and taken to 
landfills.

The gas is piped to a 
power plant, where it is 
used as a fuel to generate 
electricity. It may also be 
piped to industrial 
customers for use as an 
alternative fuel source.
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